Faces 
O 


Islam 


p.18 


Zach Piona: 
Funny Man 
on Campus 
p.14 


Ask the 
Expert: 
We Talk 
Social 


Justice 
p.30 


CODI GEORGES 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 


CREATIVE DIRECTOR 

TAYA SEBRING 

ONLINE EDITOR 

ALELI MAY VUELTA 

PHOTO EDITOR 

STEFFANIE PADILLA 
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR 
MICHAEL ANTHONY HUNYH 
COPY EDITOR 

MICHELLE LOPEZ 


DEPARTMENT EDITORS 

JACQUELINE NARANJO / Entertainment 
GABRIELA MUNGARRO / Food 

HANNAH SUTTON / Fitness 

WARDAH IMRAN / Fashion 

STEPHANIE PEREZ / Ask the Expert 
ASSISTANT GRAPHIC DESIGNER 

CODY CANO 


ADVERTISING 

BEVERLY MUNSON 
PUBLICATION ADVISORS 
ROBIN JONES 

GARY METZKER 


7 


digmagonline.com 
# facebook.com/digmagazine 
@DIG.MAG 


California State University, Long Beach 
1250 Bellflower Blvd. LA 4 203 
Long Beach, CA 90840-4601 


© DIG & 49er Publications Board 2015 

DIG Magazine is a publication of the Dig & 
49er Publications Board. Signed Letters or 
emails are welcome, appreciated, and must 
include the author’s name. 


DIG MAG 


ON THE COVER 


1 4 Zach Piona: Funny Man on Campus 


1 8 Faces of Islam 


30 Ask the Expert: We Talk Social Justice 


| 
| 


SPECIAL 


24 Opera Preview: The Bartered Bride 08 Food: Beachwood Blendery 


DEPARTMENTS 


06 Entertainment: Long Beach Calendar 


1 2 Fashion: Sock It To Me 


Taya Raquel Sebring 


Taya Raquel Sebring is in the BFA 
Graphic Design program and plans 
to graduate in Spring 2016. She 
loves her black cat Zenn and is a self 
proclaimed cheap coffee connoisseur. 


Hannah Sutton 


When Hannah Sutton isn’t busy doing 
burpees or eating kale, she enjoys 
taking her dogs to the beach, hiking, 
perusing second street with her 
friends and going to concerts 


Cody Cano 


Cody is a sophomore graphic design 
student planning to join the BFA 
program. He loves pushing pixels, 
long drives, music with no words, and 
is an avid Google Maps navigator. 


Michael Anthony Huynh 


Social Media Editor 


Michael Anthony Huynh. 147 ft 
away. 23 y.o. 5’ 7”. 140 lbs. Twink. 
Mask4Mask. Looking for: friends & 
Instagram followers @mikeyanthny 


Aleli May Vuelta 
Online Editor 


Aleli May Vuelta is a senior journalism 
and film student with a serious case of 
wanderlust. She obsesses over good 
food and design, coding and planning 
out her travels. 


Jacqueline Naranjo 
Entertainment Editor 


Jacqueline Naranjo is a in journalism 
major and film minor. She has a small 
addiction to reading celebrity gossip. 
In her free time, she enjoys attending 
concerts and comic conventions. 


Ramon Lontok 
Assistant Online Editor 


Full-time grammar Nazi, part-time 
Bumble bee. 


Steffanie Padilla 
Photo Editor 


Steffanie Padilla will be the first in 
her immediate family to graduate 
college, with a Bachelor's in Fine Art 
Photography. When she doesn’t have 
a camera to her face, she enjoys 
cooking vegan dishes, watching 
documentaries and being around her 
seven dog babies. 


Stephanie Perez 
Ask the Expert Editor 


lf Stephanie Perez isn't in class or 
hanging around campus, catch her 
exploring the Los Angeles area with 
her camera. She is currently obsessed 
with “Pillowtalk.” 


Wardah Imran 
Fashion Editor 


Wardah Imran is a journalism and 
sociology student with a whole lotta 
love for Long Beach, cheap whiskey, 
the ocean, girl power, social justice, 
and horchata. 


Gabriela Mungarro 
Food Editor 


Though reciting monologues to her 
favorite films at random and air 
drumming while stuck in traffic prove 
to be most important to Gabriela 
Mungarro, writing takes first place. 
That is, of course, when she’s not 
behind her camera. 
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)ananda Mayberry. California girl. LA 
woman. 
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Zachary Juarez enjoys living after 
midnight and rockin’ to the dawn. He 
thinks there is no reason to be alive if 
you can't deadlift. 


Brian Varela is a bighearted American. 
He is a junior majoring in journalism 
and religious studies. 


Peter R. Clark is a journalism major 
who was born and raised in Long 
Beach. His work can be seen in City 
Magazine, Union Weekly, Positive 
Feedback and DIG Magazine. He 
enjoys beer, hardcore music, video 
games and writing fiction. 


| WE NEED TO LISTEN 
| TO KEVIN G. AND NOT 
LET THE HATERS 
STOP US FROM DOING 
OUR “THANGS.” 


OR’S NOTE 


Codi Georges 
Editor-In-Chief 
digmageditor@gmail.com 


Well, the time has 
come, This is officially 
my last editor’s note in 
DIG MAG. I wish I could 
explain how much I’ve 
been putting off writing this 
note. I’m not ready to cope 
with the range of emotions 
that come with graduating 
and leaving this incredible 
magazine behind. But I 
wouldn’t be doing my job if 
I didn’t leave you guys with 
one last piece of advice. 

Lately I’ve been 
thinking a lot about 
perseverance. To 
persevere is to continue 
to do something in 
spite of difficulty or 
discouragement. I don’t 
think we realize how much 
perseverance it takes to get 
things done sometimes. We 
really don’t give ourselves 
enough credit for what we 
deal with on a day-to-day 
basis. OFTEN we need to 
fight hard to meet even the 
smallest of our goals; there 
often seems to be someone 
or something getting in our 
way. We need to listen to 
Kevin G. and not let the 


haters stop us from doing 
our “thangs.” 

Those haters can be 
motivated by a number of 
things: jealousy, prejudice 
or even pure boredom, to 
name a few. Has someone 
ever made your life more 
difficult just because maybe 
you identify as a different 
gender or youre not the 
same color as that person? 
It happens all too often. 
And despite it being the 
21st century and what 
not, I don’t think people 
are going to get any less 
ignorant any time soon. 

What separates us 
from those getting in our 
way is our tenacity and 
our bravery. We can’t 
let anyone’s ignorance 
or pettiness get in the 
way of living our lives 
and achieving our own 
greatness. This is advice 
that has gotten me through 
the last few months of 
college and I hope that it 
will help you accomplish 
amazing things in the 
future. 
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APRIL 


Downtown Farmer's 
Market & Craft Fair 
Promenade between Third 
and Fifth Streets 
10am-4pm 


Film Screening: 

Secret Survivor 

University Student Union Beach 
Auditorium 

6pm -8pm 


Fantasea: Magic Festival 
The Queen Mary 


Bird in the Hand 

Studio Theatre in the 

Theatre Arts Building 

CSULB Theatre Arts Department 
8pm 


01 


07 


08/10 


08/17 


SoCal Corgi Beach Day 
Huntington Beach Dog Beach 


5th Annual Belmont 


Shore “Roar in the Shore” 


5 pm - 8pm 


Movies on the House - 


Dirty Grandpa 
University Student Union 
Beach Auditorium 

3:30 pm - 10 pm 


09 


13 


13/14 


42nd Toyota Grand Prix 
of Long Beach 


| 

Downtown Long Beach 
| 300 East Ocean Blvd 
' 


Bobbie Burlesque Presents: 


Tim Burton Burlesque 
Harvelle’s Long Beach 
9pm & 10:30pm 


Speed Dating 
USU Beach Ballroom 251 ABC 
7pm- 10pm 
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Beach Film Festival Finale 21 
University Student Union Beach 
Auditorium 
é6pm-9%pm 


Earth Day Celebration 2 2 
Aquarium of the Pacific 


9am-5pm 


Movies on the House - Star 27 28 
Wars: The Force Awakens 
University Student Union Beach 


Auditorium 
3:30 pm - 10 pm 
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BEACHWOOD 
BLENDERY: LONG 
BEACH'S NEWEST 
ADDITION TO ITS 
GROWING LIST OF 

BREWERIES. 


WORDS PETER R. CLARK 
SOURCED PHOTOS JOHN BROADWAY 


Beachwood Blendery, an offshoot of 
Beachwood Barbeque, is a new brewery 
in downtown Long Beach. They recently 
opened their tasting room, and prior to that 
they were only open on select days to sell 
bottles. 

I was excited to go to the brewery 
since I’m into craft beer. I also work at a 
bottle shop with a tasting room, so I’m a bit 
of a professional. 

On a Sunday afternoon I met with my 
photographer, John Broadway, at the blend- 


ery. The room’s atmosphere was warm and 
inviting. The bar and the tables around the 
small tasting room were filled with patrons. 

Vito Trautz, the bartender, took us 
on a guided tour of the back room. As we 
entered through a swinging door, the first 
thing I noticed was how frigid it was. Next I 
noticed how grand it was. 

“We keep it really cold back here to 
imitate the conditions in Belgium,” Vito 
said as he passed by two heavy tables that 
were close together. After negotiating the 


tight space I looked up to see a wall of bar- 
rels to my left that were about four or so 
stacks high. Each was marked and punc- 
tured with a nail. On the back wall were 
rolling gates, and on the floors were numer- 
ous kegs. 

“These are current beers that are fer- 
menting,” Vito said, pointing at the various 
barrels. “Some have been in those barrels 
for weeks, months, some even years.” He 
explained the nails were for tasting the 
beers in the barrels. 

“Tasting the fermenting beers in the 
barrel is for quality checks,” Vito said. “No 
matter what we do, every barrel is different, 
even if we use the same process and ingre- 
dients.” 

At the back of the room, there were 
steel tanks for the creation process. More 
kegs were strewn about the floor. Some 
were full-sized, others half-size, and they 
all had markings on them to indicate their 
contents. : 

“We take the hot wort and put it 
into a steel barrel to extract the yeast and 
bacteria,” Vito said as he pointed to a siz- 
able steel barrel. Next to it was a massive 
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wooden barrel. He wouldn’t reveal what 
the wooden barrel was used for - probably 
some secret project they were working on. 
We then moved to a secluded area. 

There was an odd smell coming from 
the barrels in this area. The smell wasn’t 
quite good, nor was it bad, it was something 
in the middle. They were draining some 
substance I later found out was “pellicle.” 

“These are the beginnings of our 
Lambic project, which we started two weeks 
ago,” Vito said. The smell and substance 
was a byproduct of brewing with yeast and 
bacteria. 

The end goal of Beachwood 
Blendery is to make exclusively Lambic 
beers. However, since those take time and 
money to make, they are spending less time 
consuming beers such as Berliner Weisses 
and saisons, Vito explained. 

Just as the tour was concluding and 
Vito was running out of things to say, it be- 
came too cold for us to stay. So we squeezed 
back through the table to the warmth on 
the other side. 

John and I decided to try one of the 
concoctions that Vito so lovingly explained 


before leaving. John got their Single Barrel 
Experiment beer, which was brewed with 
a fruit. I got their Propagation Series 128, 
which was a spelt (a type of wheat) saison 
fermented with a blend of Saccharomyces 
and Brettanomyces and dry hopped with 
Mosaic hops. John’s was a traditional sour, 
hitting on the notes of what a sour should 
taste like—sour. Mine was different than 
what I expected. It was harder to explain 
but good. The beers were served in a fancy 
glass that were like oddly-shaped wine glass- 
es. It was crowded in the tasting room and 
we ended up having to sit at a communal 
table across from a couple that didn’t seem 
too pleased that we sat there. 

John and I finished our beers and we 
said goodbye to Vito before leaving. Next 
time I go, I want to drink more beer. 

For more information about Beach- 
wood Blendery, go to beachwoodbbq.com/ 
blendery or https://beachwoodblendery. 
wordpress.com/. The blendery is open ev- 
ery Saturday from 2 - 9 p.m. and Sunday 
from 12 - 6 p.m. 


BREWING TERMS 


MASHING 

The process of combining the 
malted barley, and other grains together 
and heating them. This breaks down the 
starch into sugars. 


WORT 

The liquid extracted from the 
mashing process. It contains the sugars 
the yeast and bacteria eat away to form 
alcohol. 


PELLICLE 
A layer of foam that forms at the top 
of the wort in the fermenter, 


BiEBRe TYPES 


SAISON 
Asaison (French for “season”) is 
a pale ale that is highly carbonated and 


spicy. They generally have yeast character, 


and some are made with Brettanomyces. 
Sometimes these beers are referred to as 
“Farmhouse Ales.” 


BERLINER WEISSE 

A Berliner Weisse (German for 
Berlin White) is a low alcohol tart beer. It 
is not generally considered a true sour. 
At its base it is a German-style wheat ale 
that is very pale in color. These beers are 
made with yeast and lactic acid. This style 
of beer is not made with hops. 


BELGIUM LAMBIC 

A Lambic (name derived from a 
region in Belgium) has a wide variety of 
names [such as Cassis, Framboise, Kriek 
or Peche]. These beers are generally 
very sweet, or very sour. They are brewed 
with fruit and various bacteria such as 
Brettanomyces. 


BACTERIA AND 
MEAS ADRES 


BRETTANOMYCES 
Brettanomyces or brett is a non- 
spore forming yeast (not a bacteria) that 
is used as a flavor additive in beer. What 
flavor it adds is completely different 
to almost every beer it is added in. 
Sometimes it makes beers taste tart, 
other times it makes them funky. It is very 
unpredictable. 


LACTOBACILLUS 

Lactobacillus or lacto is a bacteria 
that produces a lactic acid. It primarily 
used in brewing sour beers to make the 
beer taste clean and tangy. Lacto eats the 
sugar in the wort converting them to lactic 
acid instead of alcohol. 


PEDIOCOCCUS 

Pediococcus or pedio is a bacteria 
that produces lactic acid as well as other 
funky flavors. It often works with brett to 
make an even funkier tasting beer. It is 
often times used in Lambics or Flanders 
red ales. 


SACCHAROMYCES 

A yeast that most brewers use to 
make beer. This is the same yeast used 
in baking as a leavening agent. It is used 
during the fermentation process. 
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WORDS ZACHARY JUAREZ 


BY 


now I’m sure most of you have 
seen the movie, “Mad Max.” For those of 
you who haven't, and to make a long story 
short, the film is about a man surviving in 
a post-apocalyptic world. Let’s focus on the 
phrase, “post-apocalyptic” for a second; 
what’s synonymous with that? Lawlessness, 
chaos and other miscellaneous lunacy 
that is generally frowned upon. There was 
once a time when such a setting could only 
describe a piece of science fiction, but the 
same description can now be applied to 
gyms, which sadly include the CSULB 
Student Recreation and Wellness Center. 
Is this an exaggeration? Of course it is, but 
there is also truth in jest. 
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This is going to run the risk of 
sounding pretentious, but an average gym 
patron didn’t write this article. This patron 
has scoured the lands searching for the 
perfect gym and many sites have been 
seen and detested. Like this patron’s father, 
bodybuilding is in the blood. The ways of 
old have been passed down and over the 
years cultivated into second nature. 

With that being said, it’s time to 
get down to business. Like formal dining, 
there are rules when it comes to being in 
a gym, but there aren’t etiquette classes 
to teach them. One would think this kind 
of stuff is common sense, but as Voltaire 
said, “common sense is not so common.” 
Pull up a chair, take a knee or stand there 
awkwardly because it is time to talk about 
two of the main ways to keep the SRWC 
clean and tidy for all. 
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First, the golden rule of the gym: 


RE-RACK 
YOUR WEIGHTS. 


There is nothing worse than walking up to the dumbbell 
rack and seeing half of the weights missing. Where are they? 
They are in the farthest corner from the dumbbell rack 
situated in a mock-Stonehenge formation. Contrary to popular 
belief, dumbbells are not to be played with as if they were 
Lincoln Logs. Anyone that has the time and energy to use the 
equipment has the time and energy to put them back where 
they belong, It’s the same concept when it comes to using the 
plates. The last set of any free weight exercise or plate-loaded 
machine is putting the equipment away. 


Another thing you should always do is 


USEA 
DAMN ‘TOWEL. 


The SRWC actually provides clean towels for 
personal use. Hell, go crazy and grab two, one for 
wiping sweat and another to place over equipment. 
This is mind-blowing, but people don’t want stranger’s 
sweat all over them. Now that we’ve discussed the usage 
of towels in the SRWG, we need to talk about where 
we put them when we’re done. There are bins for 
dirty towels so there is no reason to leave them on the 
ground. The rec center is not a Turkish bathhouse, so 
leaving vestiges of a workout on the floor for someone to 
potentially trip over is unacceptable. 
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5) Re-rack the weights; don’t be the kid who never took the kick-ball back to the 
ball room after recess. 


Always place a towel on the equipment and remember to not leave it there 


TL AKE A when you're done. 
If the SRWC is to avoid being a deleted scene from a “Mad Max” movie, ev- 
eryone needs to participate in the upkeep. No one should have to go around cleaning 
S 3 G OND TO up after others, so don’t be a slob. Eventually someone will come around to put the 


weights away. For the time being, be excellent to each other and most importantly, be 


REI | ERA i E ° excellent to the gym because only teamwork can unwreck the rec center. 
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FASHION 


WITH 


spring upon us and summer around the corner, temperatures will continue 


to rise as shorts and skirts make their comebacks... And with bare legs comes 


opportunity to showcase your sock swag. What is sock swag you might ask? 


Sock swag is having the right pair of socks to accentuate your look. Socks always 


contribute to the overall swag of an outfit, completing them to perfection. Without 


the proper pair, an outfit can feel incomplete. Often times, certain socks can be 


a great icebreaker or conversation starter, and can give you a level of positive 


attention that you wouldn't have without them. We interviewed CSULB students 


with the best sock swag on campus. 


WORDS JOHN BROADWAY 
PHOTOS DOMINICK CHAVEZ 


SOCK IT TO ME 


WHAT DOES SOCK SWAG 
MEAN TO YOU? 


TL Sock swag means that I have that little 
bit extra. Anyone can look stylish in a sick 
shirt and shoes, but you can be that one 
that goes above and beyond when even 
your socks match the whole outfit. Then 
literally everything you wear seems more 
put together. 

SG Wearing unique socks that represent 
part of your personality. 

KO It means your sock game is on point. 


WHY IS SOCK SWAG 
IMPORTANT TO YOU? 


TL Ever since I played basketball in high 
school, I always wanted to show off all 
the cool crew socks I ended up collecting. 
Ankle socks were in the past and it was 
time to start showing more personality in 
the outfits I wore. 

JF It’s important because it’s something 
that singles me out as an individual, not by 
something big, but by something little. 
JB It allows you to have fun with what 
you're wearing 
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WHAT IS THE BEST PART 
ABOUT HAVING 
SOCK SWAG? 


TL The best part of having sock swag, 
besides never running out of socks, is 
having a hobby. When I go to new places, 

I love collecting socks instead of something 
simple like a postcard or a pin. And instead 
of my collection just sitting in a box 
somewhere, I can show it off every time I 
wear shorts. 

JF Being creative and having different 
pairs of socks to pick and choose from. 

JB The best part is when other people 
appreciate and acknowledge your socks 
with compliments. 


Tate Lone - biochemistry major 

Susie Guzman - criminal justice major 
Keren Ochoa - technical theater major 
Jausreal Flores - mechanical engineer major 
Jakob Brouwer - mechanical engineer 


JUST POST 

A VIDEO 
OF MYSELF 
SCREAMING 

INTO MY 
PHONE, AND 
PEOPLE 
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What was the infamous Vine that 
got him to where he is today? He calls it 
his “If You Like Pifia Coladas” video. In 
it, Piona sits in his car singing the lyrics 
to Rupert Holmes’ hit song, finishing off 
the lyrics with one of his many signature 
poses. 

In fact, most of Piona’s videos are 
set in his car. In an obsessed-with-pre- 
and-post-production culture, Piona is the 
exception. But this seems to be working 
for him and his followers. 

“J like how easy and fun [Vine] 
is,” Piona said. “I can just post a video 
of myself screaming into my phone, and 
people like it.” 

It also doesn’t hurt that he makes 
money off of his videos. As a student 
paying his way through school, Piona 
relies on the income he receives from 
making advertisements and commercials 
for various companies. 

But he knows where his priorities 
lie when it comes to choosing fame and 
fortune over education. Piona takes great 
pride in knowing that he will receive 
his degree in May. He also loves the 


4) Zé 


interactions that school brings him. 

“Tt’s fun interacting with the people 
at school. You never know who you'll 
meet,” he said. “Plus the normalcy is 
nice. I don’t want to feel big-headed at 
all.” 

Piona tries to remain as down-to- 
earth as possible when he’s on campus, 
despite getting recognized from time to 
time. 

“I’m a pretty private guy and 
interacting with fans is still kind of new 
to me,” Piona said. “So I try to keep it 
casual by maybe taking a picture with 
them and if they want to talk, then we'll 
talk.” 

As far as the future goes, Piona 
hopes to continue with his acting career. 
He’s always loved goofing around in 
front of a camera. Piona also hopes to 
start working on Major League Baseball’s 
social media once he graduates. 

When asked if he would ever resort 
to using social media to sell protein 
shakes while posing shirtless, Piona said, 
“Stay tuned.” 
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DEFENSE AGAINST IGNORANCE: 
CSULB’S MUSLIM POPULATION 
SPEAKS OUT ABOUT ISLAMOPHOBIA 


WORDS BRIAN VARELA 
PHOTOS STEFFANIE PADILLA 


When three young men from East African families 
were shot dead in Fort Wayne, Indiana in February, 
two of which were Muslim, CSULB’s Muslim Student 
Association, along with the Black Student Union, led a 
vigil in front of Brotman Hall expressing their contempt 
for the authorities’ handling of the case. 

The local authorities in Indiana didn’t believe the 
young men to be victims of a hate crime because they 
were found in a house known for gang activity. The case 
wasn’t reported on by mainstream media until after a 
few days. Some believe that to be the result of prejudice 
against Muslims, or Islamophobia, and a current theme 
of ignorance of violence against blacks in the nation. 

The incident was so underreported that people 
who were passing by the vigil didn’t even know what 
was going on and felt compelled to speak to the crowd 
and thank the MSA and BSU for informing them on 
the tragedy. 

Those present at the vigil were holding candles 
and carrying protest signs that read, “Three folks killed, 
where’s the media?” and “Black Lives Matter.” The 
speakers told an audience of about 60 people that they 
should contact Fort Wayne Police and demand they 
investigate the murders further. 

As the only Muslim organization on campus, 
the MSA caters to Muslim students’ spiritual, activism 
and social needs, MSA president and youth member 
of the Muslim American Society Fatima Adbelhafeez 
said. They offer weekly lectures on Islam to students 
and faculty and do charitable work in the community. 
The meetings consist of guest speakers, lectures, and 
discussions on the week’s activities, with a break for 
prayer at sunset. 

If someone were to sit in on one of the MSA 
meetings on campus, the first thing he or she would 
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notice is the welcoming environment and 
the strong bond among the members. 

“There is this sort of environment of 
overall brotherhood and friendliness and it 
is really prevalent,” Daniel Diaz, religious 
studies major and member of MSA said. 
“That is something I think is very unique.” 

Their comradery isn’t just reserved 
for fellow MSA members, but extends to all 
Muslims. The only thing hindering a new 
stereotype of a Muslim who jumps up and 
down in joy upon seeing another believer 
is the inability to recognize each other, 
according to Diaz. 

The women wear a hijab, or head 
scarf, to show modesty and submit before 
God, former board member and current 
member of MSA Aliyah Shaikh said. As a 
result, the women are easily recognized as 
Muslim, but to the contempt of the Islam- 
ophobia, the men can’t be distinguished as 
easily. 

Islam isn’t limited to Arabs, but has 
spread to every nationality as a result of 
being the fastest growing religion in the 
world. Unless the men wear something to 
distinguish themselves as Muslim or walk 
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around shouting, “I’m a Muslim!” at the top 
of their lungs, they are just another person. 

However, some women choose to not 
wear a hijab. Some Muslims do believe that 
it is obligatory to wear one, but it isn’t a type 
of modesty that Shaikh wishes to embody. 

“T guess what I personally care about 
is not so much the outward expression as it 
is the inward expression,” Shaikh said. “It’s 
not that I think the hijab is unnecessary or 
that modesty is unnecessary. I still definitely 
care about those values of modesty.” 

Despite negative stereotypes, there 
haven’t been any hate crimes committed 
against followers of Islam, or any religion 
on campus in the past six years, according 
to CSULB crime statistics. 

If the students have been treated 
differently because of their faith, it was 
oblivious to them. Wearing a hijab may 
turn heads, but to the Muslim students 
on campus, they’re just another person, 
Adbelhafeez said. 

“Somebody who listens to Trump 
thinks I’m this evil person walking around,” i 
Adbelhafeez said. “I’m just trying to pass i 
my classes. I’m trying to get a degree. I’m i 
just trying to live my life, just like you’re 
trying to live yours.” 

Even though Islam is over 1.5 billion 
strong, people may not know much about 
it other than what they hear through the 
media. People might think that Muslims are 
people that can’t govern themselves and are | 
quick to start problems. Some may think | 
all Muslims are terrorists and want to instill 
Sharia Law across the globe. 

With ISIS running amok in Syria 
and Iraq, orchestrating at least 70 terrorists 
attacks in over 20 countries, as well as killing 
and kidnapping locals, anyone can guess 
where these negative ideas about Muslims 
come from. 

“T think Muslims hate ISIS more than 
anybody else hates ISIS,” Aliyah Shaikh 
said. “Anybody who uses violence in the 
name of Islam, Muslims hate more than | 
anybody else does.” 

Islam’s central text, the Quran, is simi- 
lar to most religious texts in that it’s neutral, 


TIYdV 


21 


MAG 


year 


Diaz said. Readers can interpret it anyway 
they choose and will find whatever it is 
they’re looking for in it. If the reader is a 
peaceful person, then the outcome is going 
to be peaceful. But if the reader is a violent 
person, he or she will twist the text into 
something most don’t believe it to be. 

“Tt’s like you’re learning about [Islam] 
in an inherently political way and when you 
want to learn about Islam by itself, you have 
to deconstruct and disrupt the stereotypes in 
your head, so we always have to talk about 
Islam defensively,” Diaz said. 

Islam is an all-encompassing religion 
that guides its faith in almost every aspect of 
a person’s life through positive and negative 
commandments, Diaz said. Positive com- 
mandments tell people what they should 
do, like pray every day, be respectful to their 
parents, read the: Quran and be overall 
good people to those around them, The 
negative commandments tell the individual 
what he or she can’t do, like eat pork, drink 
alcohol, or smoke. As Muslims keep the 
various commandments in their minds and 
pray five times a day facing Mecca in Saudi 
Arabia, they are constantly reminded of 
their faith. 

“Tt gives me a lot of peace of mind 
because I feel like a lot of the things I care 
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about are very compatible with Islamic 
values and the teachings,” Shaikh said. “I 
want to help people and the teachings in my 
religion back that up and ask me to pursue 
knowledge for the sake of knowledge and 

to be inquisitive and to think about people 
who are marginalized in society and think 
about people who are experiencing inequal- 
ity. It’s a very justice-oriented religion.” 

“We like when people ask us questions 
versus just thinking things about us,” Abdel- 
hafeez said. “We like for you to learn about 
us from us instead of from somebody else.” 

The MSA encourages anyone who 
wants to learn more about Islam to attend 
their meetings every Thursday at 5 p.m. 
in USU 303. They will pull anyone in and 
make him or her wonder why Islamoph 
even exists, 
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WORDS AMANDA MAYBERRY 
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Bediich Smetana is coming 
to California State University, 

Long Beach in next month’s opera 
performance. “The Bartered 

Bride” will be presented by the 
music department April 8-10 in 

the University Theatre. Originally 
written in Czech, the performance at 
CSULB will be sung in English. 

The opera is a romantic 
comedy about a love triangle 
between Jenik, Marie and VaSek. 
Marie is in love with Jenik but her 
parents want her to marry into 
money, so they hire a matchmaker to 
find an appropriate husband. 

The matchmaker finds VaSek, 
who stutters and is not so desirable. 
From there, in the course of one day, 
shenanigans ensue as everyone plays 
tricks for his or her own personal 


gain. 

Thomas Murphy O’Hara will 
be playing the lead role as VaSek 
in two of the four performances 
next month, O’Hara is a freshman 
and is waiting until his junior 
year to declare his major as opera 
performance. This is his first 
performance at CSULB in a full 
opera, 

“Tt sort of pokes fun at archaic, 
patriarchal shit and at the idea of 
dowry and selling your children to 
one another,” said O’Hara. “So even 
though it’s an older show it sort of 
makes fun of things that are still 
relevant today. It definitely could be 
a very feminist show, which is great.” 

O’Hara and the other opera 
performers have been preparing for 
this performance before the semester 
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began. He says the rehearsals are 
going well and that he won't be 
nervous until he’s on stage. 

“We started learning the 
music over winter break then 
earlier this semester we spent 
about a month working just on 
music during rehearsal and then 
we are now working on staging 
and choreography and dancing 
and putting everything in one 
performance,” said O’Hara. 

Born in Prague, Czech 
Republic, Smetana is a 19th century 
Bohemian composer who led the 
musical movement for nationalism in 
his country. Clare Bellefeuille-Rice, a 
third-year vocal performance major 
and a chorus singer in next month’s 
opera, emphasizes the importance of 
Smetana to Czech culture. 
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“He was really into discovering 
his country’s musical roots, so in 
some ways this opera is based on the 
folk music of Bohemia, which is now 
the Czech Republic,” Bellefeuille- 
Rice said. “It’s a very important 
opera for the Czech people; it’s one 
of their national treasures.” 

All the musicians and vocal 
performers talk about the opera 
with enthusiasm and excitement. 
They agree that the opera is fun and 
crazy and they are especially excited 
about the costumes featured in the 
performance. 

Jacqueline Saint Anne, 

Emmy Award-winning costume 
designer and former president of 
the Costume Designers Guild, 
has been contracted to design the 
costumes, Costumes will include, 
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but are not limited to, a traffic cone 
dinosaur, lampshades and paper 
maché. Rather than go with a typical 
peasant costume, director Andrew 
Chown deisgned his own look for 
“The Bartered Bride.” 

“Every production is so 
different for any opera,” O’Hara 
said. “I’ve seen operas get super wild 
with costuming and set design, or 
they can be super minimal, so we’re 
doing a good mix of that.” 

Bellefeuille-Rice described the 
new design as “early 20th century 
Russian modern art.” 

“Tt means that I will be 
wearing a lampshade on my head,” 
Bellefeuille-Rice said. “The stage will 
be minimalist.” 

For Sarah Conniff, a third-year 
vocal performance major, this is her 


first time working in an opera. She is 
singing as part of the chorus. 

“The chorus isn’t always as 
present in other operas,” Conniff 
said. 

Typically, the chorus is in the 
background or on the side. For this 
particular opera, the chorus is much 
more integrated into the drama. 

Another unique aspect of 
Conniffs role in next month’s chorus 
is the dancing. The chorus members 
described the dance as an “avant 
garde polka.” 

There will be four chances to 
catch a seat at “The Bartered Bride”: 
April 8 at 8 p.m., April 9 at 2 p.m. 
and 8 p.m, and April 10 at 2 p.m. 
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FAREWELL 
FROM THE 
EDITORS 


The past school year has been such a gift 
for us. We were put in charge of rebranding 
DIG MAG and we are so happy with the 
outcome. Online editor Aleli May Vuelta 
discovered her passion for digital media 
through redesigning digmag.com. Creative 
director Taya Sebring‘s love of magazine 
design grew more than she could imagine 
after she was given the task of completely 
upgrading DIG, And editor-in-chief Codi 
Georges discovered a creative side to herself 
that she had never seen before. DIG MAG 
made all of this possible for us. 

Although this team of strong, passionate 
and talented women is graduating, we are 


pleased to have made our mark on Cal State 


Long Beach. DIG has been our means of 
connecting to an entire campus. We learned 
so much about ourselves and other students 
and faculty members. Thank you for letting 
us tell your stories in what for us has been a 
very meaningful way. 

We hope we have inspired all of you creative 
thinkers on campus. If you want to make 
this magazine even bigger and better, please 
feel free to submit your feedback, contribute 
ideas or apply for a staff position. At DIG we 
want to feature more as-yet unheard voices. 
Thank you for picking up this magazine, 
browsing our website or following us on 
Instagram. You made our senior year 


incredible. 
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Mike Chavez teaches 
courses in social problems 
and juvenile delinquency in 
the sociology department. 
His main research interests 
are social justice studies 
and youth activism. 


WHAT'S THE FINE LINE 
BETWEEN CULTURAL 
APPRECIATION AND 
APPROPRIATION? 
EVELYN, SENIOR 

There’s a major difference 
between cultural appropriation 
and appreciation that commonly 
gets underestimated. Cultural 
appreciation is a type of 
expression that maintains the 
spirit of what was intended in the 
original representation, I think of 
it like a reciprocal relationship. 
If I’m fortunate enough to be 
welcomed into someone else’s 
home, I have to respect that 
space. If I’m truly appreciating 
something, then I want to respect 
it and those to whom it belongs. 
Cultural appropriation, on the 
other hand, is taking with no 
respect for who I’m taking from. 
Ethnic Halloween costumes, for 
example, reduce entire groups of 
people to simple stereotypes with 
no understanding of histories 
which may include violence, 
genocide and trauma. 


WHAT ARE SOME 
PRECAUTIONS | CAN TAKE 
WHEN | FACE RACISM? 
NICHOLAS, SOPHOMORE 

For many students, college 
is an awakening where they 
learn to develop their critical 
thinking skills and find a space 
where they can begin to organize 
alongside their like-minded 
friends and classmates, But with 
that empowerment, they have 
to also realize that they might 
have privileges that others 
might not, and they need to 
take precaution that they don’t 
silence or erase the experiences 
of others. In calling out racism, 
it’s easy to miss the fact that we 
might be reproducing sexism, 
heterosexism or ableism, I 
remember one occasion when 
I was a student in a class on 
racism. We were having a 
discussion where there were 
a number of men of color 
discussing the struggles of being 
undocumented in America. Each 
of their arguments was specific to 
men and men’s work and when 
women brought up concerns of 
reproductive justice or domestic 
violence they were dismissed 
as not being “real immigrant 
issues.” Our ability to deal with 
racism is only strengthened 
when we can appreciate our 
differences. 


HOW HAS RACISM CHANGED 
THROUGHOUT DIFFERENT 
GENERATIONS? 
JASON, SUPER SENIOR 

To be honest, I don’t think 
racism has changed much at all 
over the generations. I frequently 
hear people talk about the so- 
called progress that we have 
made as a nation when it comes 
to racial inequality, But when 
you look at data, it becomes 
clear that we’re not in a situation 
that’s all that different. We’re as 
segregated in housing as we ever 
have been over several decades. 
Poverty and unemployment 
are incredibly high for families 
of color, deportations of 
immigrants are at record levels, 
and according to the Malcolm 
X Grassroots Movement, Black 
Americans are killed every 28 
hours by police, security guards, 
or armed vigilantes. We have 
developed a collective memory of 
a turbulent America generations 
ago that had terrible racism that 
has been overcome. Therefore 
the struggles that people of color 
endure is “because of their own 
doing” rather than structural 
inequality. This lets racism today 
thrive because we imagine it as a 
thing of the past. 
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